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On one point Miss Baamt Durand agreed
with Maanhior von Humboldt, in fact. she
even went further than that celebratel
man, for bile he asserted that Thun was

one of the three mest beantiful spots o
earth, Bexaie held that this Swiss town was

absolutely the most perfectly lovely place
she had ever visited. Her reason for ths
cimuchmia differed from that of Humbolt.
The atter, being a mtere man, had he
'Utnened by the situation of the tol'.'
the rapid faming river, the placid greer

- lake, the high mountairs all around ar.,
the snow peaks to the east, the ancient
castle overlooking everything and th-
quaint streets wat. the pavenmeat up al
the 1r1t er.
Rendi had an eye for a these things

of course, but while waterfalls and pro-
found ravines were all very well In theU
way, her hotel had to be filed with tht

' right sart of cenpasny before any spot or

earth was enthey satisfactory to Handle
She did not care to be out of humanty's
reach, nw to taks her small Journeys
alane; she lied to hear the sweet music of
speech, and If she started at the sound o1
her own, nlaese would have been an the
jump aN day, for she was a briRlant ant
efftsive talker.
Be it happened that in touring throndi

SWitsr'm MSe..ae and her smother (some
how people always placed Beaeies name be
fose that of her mother. who was a quicl
little unabtrusive woaman) stopped at Than
intnang to stay bat a day. as most peops
do but when Bei'e found the big hote
simly swarming with nice young men Ahi
told her mother that the Toeal gul heel
asserted that Huamboidt had ones said thal
Thon was one et the three mast love.
plases an earth, and therefore they ougi
to stay there and enjor its beauties, whicl:
they at once proceeSed to do. It must tao
be h.-ed from this that Bessie was par
tieslarly ftod of yeng men. Snek was
far from being the case. Se nesly liked
to have thesm paoae to her,. which was
certsinly a laudable ambiton, but she In-
asiably refused them. which wet to show

that she was not, as her -esaism stated
always In loae with omebody. The fael
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I
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was that Miss Besale DuranWd's motives
were ent'rely misunderstood by an unap
preciative world. Was she to be biamsd
because young men wanted her to marr3
them? Certainly not. It was not her fauli
that she was pretty and sweet, and that
young men, as a g-neral rule, liked to tall
to jAer better than to any one else in thi
neighborhood. Many of her detractors
woui very likely have given much to bayv
had Bessie's nmany charms of face, figuri
and manner. This Is a jealous world, and
people dei:ght In saying spiteful little
tbings about those more favored by Provi-
deuce than themselves. It must be ad-
mitted, however, that Bessie had a certair
cooing, confidential way with people thai
tnay have misled same of the young met
who ultimaidya proposed to har Into In-
aglning that they were especial favorites
with the young lady
She took a kindly interest in their affairs,

and very shortly after their acquaintance
with her mont young men found them-
selves souring into her sympathetic ear
all their hopes and aspirations. Bessie's
ear was very shell-like and beautiful s
well as sympathetic, so that one can hard-
ly say the young men were to blame, anj
umere than Bessie was. Nearly everybodyIn tb's worMd wants to talk of himself os
herself. as the case may be, and so It Is nc
wonder that a sermon like Bessie, who 's
willing to ibuen while other people talk
of themselves, ls popular. Among thi
many billions who Inhabdt this planet there
are too many talkers andl too few listeners,andl although Bessie was undoubterfly a
brilliant talker on ocasin, there is ne
doubt that her many victories resultet
more from 'her appreefative qualities as a
talent:4 listener than from the entertain-
ing charms of her conversation. Thiot
women who have so much to say aboutBlessie's behavior might well take a leal
from her book in this respect. They would
tind. if they had even passably good looks,that proposals would be more frequent. 01
course there is r.6 use in d'enying thet Bes-
sle's eyes had .much to do with bfingingyounsg men to the point. Her eye. werelarge and (lark and they had an entranc-lng habit of softenilng just at the righl
moment, when there came into them a
sweet, trustful, yearning look that It was
simplv :mpossible to resist. They gazed thusat a young man whens he was telling i
low whisre-rs how he hoped to make- theworld wiser ansi better by his presence irlIt, or when he narrated some Incident o1
great danger in which he took part, where4{unconsciously, perhaps, on the teller's
part) his own heroism was shwn forth tcthe best possible advantage. Then Bes-ale's eyes would grow large and humid andtender and a subdued I'ght would comeInto t!im as she hung breathlessly on hiswords, Did not Dedemona capture Othrl-
10 merely by listening to a recital of ho
own daring deeds, which were, doubtless
very greatly exaggerated?
The young men at the big hotel In Thus

were clad mostly in knickerbockers, andmany of them had alpenstocks of their own
It noon became their delight to sit on theterrace In front of the hotel during thetpleassant summer erenings and relate ttBlessle their hairbreadth escages, the con-
tinuous murmur of the River Aares forminj
a soothing chorus to their dramatic narra-
tions. At least a dozen young men hoveredasround the girl, willing and eager to confidein her, but while Besi was silngeandkind to them all, it was soon evident thai
sc me specianl one was her favorite, and thorjthe rest hung hopelessly back. Thingswould go wondirfully well for thin luckl
.eliow for a day or two, and he usually be-
erme so of!'ensively conceited In his bearinjtowardI the rest that the wonder is he es-caped! without personal vengeance beingwreakel upon him; then all at once hewould pack up his belongings and gloomUldepart for Berne or Intermaken, dependingon whether his ultimate destination was
went or east. The young men remaining in-
variably tried not to look jubilant at thesudden departure, while the ladles stayingat the hotel began to say hard things o1

she was a heartless firt. How 1ttle de we
-know. the motives of our. felnew creaturest
How prone are we to misude W. actions
of others!-Bessie -was no dirt, -but ab4igh-
mnded, conscientious girl, with an ambition
-an ambition - whieh she did. not babbbe
about to the workd, and therefore the world
failed to appreciate her, as It nearly always
falls to appreciate'those who do not take it
into their confiuence.
It came to be currently repd't-ed in the

hotel that Bess:e had refused no less than
sean of the young men who had been
staying there, and as these young men had,
ore after another, packed up and darted.
either by the last train at night or the
carl-eat In the morning, the proprietor be-
gan to wonder what the matter was, espe-
cially as each of the departing gfuests had
but a short time before expressed renewed
delight witir the hotel and its surrdund-
niss. Several of them had stated to the
proprietor that they had abandoned their
Intention of proceeding further with their
S'.sa tour, so satisfied were they with
Thun and all Its belongi.ngs. Thus did the
fi' tering opinion of Alexander Yon Hum-
hoidt seem about to become general, to the
great delight of the hotel proprietor, when,
w thout warning these young men had
Slamily deserted Thun, while Its beauty
i:odobtedly remained unchanged. Nat-
urally the good man who. owned the hotel
was bewildered, and began to think that,
atter all, the English were an uncertain,
mind-changng race.
Among the guests there was one young

ftlIow who was quite as much perplexed
as- the proprietor. Archie Severance was
o:e of the last to fail under the snell of
Bassie, If, Indeed, it is correct to sDeak of
Archie falling et all. He was a very de-
liberate young man, not gi-ven to doing any-
th~vng precipitously, but there is no doubt
that the charming personality of Bessie fas-
.-;rated him, although he seemed to content

I ki;mself with admiring her at a distance.
Besets, somehow. did not seem to care about
being admired from a distance, and once
when Archie was promenading back and
forth on the terrace above the river, she
sm.led sweetly at him from her book, and
be sat down beside her. Jimmy Wellman
had gone that morning, and the rest bad
not yet found it out. Jimmy had so com-
pLtely monopelsed Mis Durand for the
at few days that no one else had had a

chance, but now that he had departed,
Besse sat alone on the terraee, which was
a met unusual state of things.
-They tell me," said Bessie In her most

lattering manner, "that you are a famous
climber, and that you have been to the top
of the Matterhorn.
"Oh, not famous: far from it," said

Arrhie, modestly. "I have been up the
Matterhorn three or four tism but then
women and childrea make that ascent
nowadays, so that is nothing unusuaL"

I am sure you mst have had some
thrbw-g asmapes," continued Bessie. look-
Ing with admiration at Archie's stalwart
frame. "Mr. Weliman had an awful ex-

"Yesterday?' interrupted Archie. "1 hear
he left earny tuimarning."
*1e, not yesterday," said Miss Durand.

coldly, drawing herself up with some in-
dignation, but as she glanced sideways at
Mr. Severance, that Young man seemed so
I~noent that she thought perhaps he
moeant nothing In particular by his remark.
go after a slight pause Bessie went on
again. "it was a week ago. H~e was climb-
Ing the Stockhorn and all at once the
clouds surrounded him.**
"And what did Jimmy do? Waited til

theclodsroled byIsupe.

cldghyndatin her.sIewa ughwingsom JIm.-

mydIgto beve reardeshe anehornwas a

"BtseyMr. Severance,taon a seemuknow
veryocell that she thonght pehapsmontae
domean nothncessariculbar any hiprepork.o
So ateralttdslboe thue ea" wnto"aga.'t asver wre. ago seasclmt
Jinyth tcko, anth all ha one the

tcloclouds raledbyatesuppersa mc
lowMrSeeeante topyofaregoinck-
more."
AgasuryoiMssDurand.weasingot

lAughingaywas lagingdeml at Juiou-
dicyo. Tee egr he Stockilorn s ou
fobmidabed pak. shoutdes aoehnitse-
thes wphen iwd rmte.oe".erc
a'thuTre wasSeernce, oukfew-
verysellthatshe dangerat al mokentain
esedngynefssarsear ayon propotio

seemetoltookd abov themounan" nprfr
enetomm gaing ither whischewad aint
theu asravdrgofteringrs wa uch
doer vtha n there neededth tock-
taghtiaMissonandBesskedwehohad ato
the yof mutfanblesnidencer but agaion
powhe was ateaherdresolyeatogte iu
hell-had urdm itfte moenxpinender
henobled nspa soldr abvemptsy fel
"Jomy"sowhnyee fomh tet hoelie trac
Iatwyahi Teeousacilenc forard te rest
heefhumatyt sedhednordl ike sehf-
esteedifngysl-oseeyoung man oehong
seetoeasoat thoertmontsI referi-
seade tof shoing at shewhc was aginstb
the nturnl odeoftingsand asackio
devto toeapt oevrnc emedbwtch-
taghmannessnandsmisle hosml hatgod

amosiltearet Seold toakie him

sucuyetonhattrctont.ehpwn
"I cquroedao littl orero espenc."

he wouldenofientkyso cothnkptuous o
imprin torhay of hemantcoraeade en-i
rances engeroute aintrdthe anes1of thumApancominguc ot iorinateself

"estee ofhey onealyungrmanout sictorious
ascodnof sheacntthat rfended bs,
devtiohn,touherwuteonrhearbwtch-
moungtan'ersido smiedsthery." has
"Bat,befrey r.laevrance haappeand

Impssie"yo dr'sit She thatdma ream
tlkofehimslfeadggeteowhen Teyn all
whatumehdtonateatmnt
sao. Ohst, nfiwdenly gothin far Is so
ispirngatohea'of huxaneraeatdy en-
duranve bng pitted against-tel-anorso

Alpfine Alow am comingau itorytaiust

agaen, theyousunal trsormaotvciosk
pacodingich havecoctthf reachn us
buttn,a you vungar wermer har Some
mouain'go fien of necameorerher
tout, suelayetsMr. heeac.aoideaitin
Itastyu onomaiethataestteehn ryelf
climbte weradeaggimerte the motensof
bweha ofha doe." s n i e a

"o.hmgnto thrwoul no goasonfar aset
sthatl e woulncd exaggerae you tcll reat
cImbaer known itceswheretellg sorte of

Aknw glow ameuovrh aorethat ofs
gatin, curounmenta tanfousmpatisrade
cplacer lp enstkeejustao f angra
clmnwha he ular termtock. Sm

bleWany, ht ot ofe us? adkedh hsie

"Iee ss, of course. Now, there Is a us
ftmdilidual in. Interlaken who'is wiat-ye
might call a wholesal brander. He has ti
names of all the peaks done in iron at h
shops and if you take your alpenstock to him
he wlli for a few franes, brand on it all ti
Iames It wil hold. from the Ortler to Mor
BaN.e. My friend was weak enough to hai
all the climbs he Intendet to mak
branded on the alpenstock he bought th
n'oment he entered Switzerland. They a
ways buy an alpenstoek the first thing. E
never had the time to return to the mour
tains, but gradually he came to believe thg
he had made all the ascents recorded by fit
and iron on his pole. He Is a truthful ma
on every other topic thari Switzerland."
"But'you must have had some very dat

gerous experiences among the Alps, Mr. Sei
erance. Please tell me of the time you Weiin the greatest peril."
"I am sure It would not interest you.""Oh. it would; it would. Please go on an

don't require so much persuasion. I am JutIcnging to hear the story.""It Isn't much of a story because, you sei
there is no alpine glow about it."
Archie glanced at the girl and It flashe

across his mind that he was probably then I
the greatest danger he had ever been in, I
his life. She bent forward toward him, h(
elbows on her knees and her chin-such
pretty chin-in her hands. Her eyes wet
full upon hlih, and Archie had sense enougto realize that there was da:Iger in ther cle
pellucid depths, so he, too, turned his ow
from them and sought refuge in his ol
friend the Stockhorn.
"I think the narrowest escaDe I ever ha

was about two weeks ago. I went up-""With how many guides?" interrupteBessie breathlessly.
"With none at all," answered Archl

with a laugh.
"Isn't that very unsafe? I thought or

always should have a guide."
"Sometimes guides are unnecessary.took none on this occasion because I on]

ascended as far as the Chateau In Thui
some 3Dt) feet above where we are sittinj
and as I went by the main street of .tt
town, the climb was perfectly safe in a
weathers. Besides there is generallypoliceman about."

Ob," said the girl, sitting up sudden]
very straight. Archie was looking at ti
mountains and did not see the hot ango
surge up into her face.
"You know the steps leading down froi

the castle; they are covered In, and at
very dark when one comes out of ti
bIght sunlight. Some fool had been en
Ing an orange tihere, and had careless]
thrown the peel on the steps. I did no
notice It and so trod on a bit. The nei
thing I knew I was in a heap at the fo4
of that long stairway, thinking every bor
In my body was broken. I had man
bruises, but no hurt that was serlou
nevertheless I never had such a fright I
my life, and I hope never to have sue
another." Bessie rose up with much dii
nity.
"I am obliged to you for your recita

Mr. Severance." she said freaingly. "If
do not seem to appreciate It as much as
should, it is perhaps because I am not a4
custoued to being laughed at."

I assure you, Miss Durand, that I a
not laughing at you, and that this pathetincident was anything but a laughing mater to me. The Stockhorn has no sue
danger lying in wait for a man as p. bit 4
orange peel on a dark and steep stairwal
Please do not be offended with me. I to
yeu my stories have no Alpine glow abot
them, but the danger is undoubted]
there."
Archie had risen to his feet, but thei

was no forgiveness in Miss Durand's y(
as she bade him "Good afternoon" an
went into the hoteL leaving him standin
there.
During the week that followed ArchI

had little chance of making his peace wit
Miss Durand, for In that week the Sande
son episode had its beginning, its rise, an
Its culmination. Charley Sanderson, en
boldened by the sudden departure of Wel
man, became the constant attendant <
Bessie, and everything appeared to be I
his favor until the evening he left. Thi
evening the two strolled along the wal
that borders the north side of the rive
leading to the lake. They said they wet
going to see the Alpine glow on the sno
mountains, but nobody believed that, ft
the glow can be seen quite as well from t
terrace in front of the hotel. Be that as
may, they came back together shortly bi
fore 8 o'clock, Bessie looking her prettles
and Sanderson with a black frown on I:
face, evidently in the worst of tempet'
He flung his belongings in a bag and di
parted on the 8:-0 train for Berne. A
Archie met the pair, Bessie actually samle
very sweetly upon hi;n, while Sanderse
glared as if he had never met Severanc
before.
'"That episode is evidently ended," sal

Archie to himself as he continued his wal
toward Lak Thun. "I wonder If it is put
devilment that induces her to lead peop
on to a proposal and then drop them.
suppose Charley will leave now, and m
will have no more games of billiards.
wonder why they all seem to think it tl
proper thing to go away. I wouldn't.
woman is like a difficult peak, if you don
succeed the first timeyou should try agam
I believe I shall try half a dozen proposa
with hessle myself. If I ever come to t
point, she won't find it so easy to get ri
of me as she does with all the rest."
Meditating thus, he sat down on a bene

under the trees facing the lake. ArchJ
wondered If the momentous question ha
been asked at this spot. It seemed jut
the place for It, and he noticed that it
gravel on the path was much disturbed, a
If by the Iron-shod point of an agitate
man's cane. Then he remembered thu
Sanderson was carrying an iron-pointe
cane. As Archie smiled and looked abot
him, he saw on the seat beside him a net
little morocco-bound book, with a silwy
clasp. It had evidently slipped from tU
ir-secure dress pocket of. a lady who ha
been sitting there. Archie picked It up as
turned it over and ever in his hands. It
a painful thing to be compelled to mali
excuses for one of whom we woulil fal
speak well, but it must be admitted that a
this point in his life Severance did what I
sl'oukd not have done. He actually res
the contents of the book, although he taut
have been aware before he turned the en
cnd leaf that what was there set down wa
meant for no eye save the writer's owt
Archie excuses himself' by maintainin
that he had to read the book before I
could be mure it belonged to anybody I
particular, and that he opened It at firt
merely to see if there were a name or
card inside, but there is little doubt thu
the young man knew from the very lir:
whose book it was, and he might at leat
have asked Miss Durand if it were het
before he opened it. However, there is IlI
tle purpose in speculating on what mIgI
have been, and as the reading of the nol
book led directly to the utterly unjust
fSable action of Severance afterward, e
one wrong step invariablr lends to a;
other, the contents of the little volume at
here given, so that the reader of thi
tinaged'y may the more fully understand tU
situation,

II.-BESSIE'S CONFESSION.
August i.-The keeping of a diary is

silly fashion, and -I am sure I would n<
bother with one, If my memory were goc
and if I had not a great object In viei
However, I do not intend this book to I
more than a collection of notes that will 1
useful to me when I begin my novel. Ti
novel is to be the work of my life, and
mean to use every talent I may have I
nmake It unique and true to life. I thin
the New Woman novel Is a thing of Ut
past, and that the time has now come ft
a novel of tne old sort, yet written with
fidelity to life such as has never been a
tempted by the old novelists. A painter<
a sculptor uses a model while producing
great picture or a great statue. Why shoul
not a writer use a model also? The mothi
of all great novels must be love, and i
culminating point of a love story is ti
proposl In no novel that I have ev.
read is the proposal well done. Men ev
dently do not talk to each other about ii
proposals they make, therefore, a ma
a riter has merely his own experience to g
upon, so his proposals have a samenes
L-is hero proposes just as he himself hi[done or would do. Women writers seem
have mwre Imagination in this matter, bi
they describe a proposal as they would llt
it tbe, and not as it actually Is. I fir
thai It is quite an easy thing to get
man to propose. I suppose 1 bave a gi:
that way, and besides there is no denyir
the fact that I am handsome and perhal
that is something of an aid. I therefoi
intend to write down in this book alr rt
proposals, using the exact language II
man employed, and thus I shall have ti
proposals in my novel precisely as the
occurred. I shall also set down here ar
thoughts that may be of use to me as

Auut2.--i shall hereafter not date tI
notes In this book; that will make It lot
less like a diary, whIch I detest. We al
In Thus, which is a lovely place. Huri
boldt, whoever he is or was, said it Is or
of the three prettiest spots on earth,
wonder what the nams are of the otbs
two We tended to stay but one ni
at this hotel, but I see it is full of yeur
men and as alt the women seem to 1
eather ugly and given to gossip I think ith
is just the piaee for the carrying out
my Ieas Them averae yong man i., ..

- Ways ready to W In love. while on his h
i. vacation. it- time.pass so10 emattyg, A
e and -aa I readi e re that man as a. r
* general rule proposes fourtem times- dur- 9
1. JIg his life, Lnax as well, in the Interests
e of Mteirature, be tae recipient of. soe. of
t those offer=, . t ort whfvt I$ think I
e is a marve I shall arrange the i
e offers -with agme, regard to the scenery.
e just as I supft a stage manager -does. b

One shall propose by the river; there are a
e lveIly, shady walks on both sides; another e

up in the mountains; another in the moon- t.t Eght on the lak4 in one of the pretty for- t!
e eign looking rowsoats they have here, with

striped awnings. I don't believe any novel- d
ist has ever thbtght of such k thing. Then !I
I can write down a vivid description- of the x
scenery in codgetion with the language t]

e the young man uses. If my book is not
a success it will -be because there are nodiscrliminatindictics in England. U
L First proposal. This came on rather un- t

t expectedly. Hisname is Sampel Caldwell v
and he Is a curate here for his health. He
is not In the least in love with me, but he t]
thinks We Is, and so I suppose it comes to

1 the same thing. He began by saying that I c
3 was the only one who ever understood his mN real aspirations, and that If. I would join
r my lot with his le was sure we would not s
E only bring hapoibess to ourselves, but to A
e others as well. I told -him gently that my t]
h own highest aspirat!on was to Wilte a suc- h.r cessful novel, and this horrified him, for he t
r' thinks novels are wicked. He has gone to s& Grindewald, where he thinks the air is o

more suitable for his lungs. I hardly cbunt
this as a proposal, and it took me so much h

t

e

e

r o
e £ct

t

e t4

u
y bit

b

y

bar surprise that it was half over before I b'
realized that it actually was an offer of his
heart and hand. Besides., it took place in
the hotel garden, of all unlikely spots,
where we were in constant danger of in- s

terruption.
Second proposal. Richard King Is a

very nice fellow and was tremendously In
earnest. He says his life is blighted, but y
he wilt soon come to a d.terent opinion at b

1 Interlaken, where Margaret Dunn writes f
me it Is very gay and where Richard has E
gone. Inst evening we strolled down by l
the lake and he suggested that we should 1

go out in a boat. He engaged one with
two women to row, one sitting at the stern
and the other standing at the prow, work- fing great oars that looked like cricket bats.
The women did not understand English.
and we floated en the lake until the moon
came up over the snow mountains. Richard
leaned over and tried to take my hand,

e whispering In a low voice "Bessie." I con-

a fees I was rather in a flutter and could
t.ink of nothing better to say than "Sir$-
in a tone of SaLU

'1 -s and indignation. He V

went on ver 7ly.
"Bessie," hP2 d, "we have known each

f other only a, f days, but in those few 0

days I have 4V4 in paradise." b

t "Yes," I apE , red, gathering my wits
about me, "Hu 'ot says Thun is one of the

1

three-"
Richard int'riepted me with something

V that sounded remerkably like "Hang Then." Y
r Then he went.pa and said that I was all the

world to him; that he could not live without
me. I shook bliyhead slowly and did not re-

ply. He spolth with a fluency that seemed
to suggest practice, but I told him it could 3

never be. Thqp~ae folded his arms, sitting
rmoodily back in the boat, saying I had t
blighted his lte'. He did look handsom* as
he sat there hi the moonlight, with a deep
frown on ii lrqw, but I could not help
thinking he Weck purposely, so that the a
moonlight Strike his face. I wish I c

e could write d- nt)ae exact language he
used, for h dry 'eloquent, but some- c

khow I tan pv nyself to do It. even in t
this book. I- 4. however. that when I

e come to' write myboel'and turn up thesee notes I shall recall the words. Still, I in-
tended to put down the exact phrases. I

e wish I could take notes at the time, but
when a man is pitposing he seems to wante all your attention.
A fine, stalwart young man came to thet hotel today, bronzed by mountain climbing. E

', He looks as If he would propose in a manner 0
a not so much like all the rest. I have found a

e that his name is Archibald Severance, and
t

d they say he is a great mountaineer. What a
a splendid thing a proposal on the high Alps
would be from iuch a man, with the gleam-

e Ing srow all around. I think I shall use Y
I that idea in the book.
t Third, fourth. fifth and sixth proposals. a
e I must confess that I am amazed and dis-

appointed with the men. Is there no such
thing as originality among mankind? Yout would think they had all taken lessons from V

some proposing master: they all have the
same formula. The last four all began byt calling me "Bessie" with the air of taking 8
a great and Important step in life. Mr. Well-'
man varied it a little by asking me to callml him Jimmy, but the principle is just the

' same. I suppose this sameness is the results of our modern system of education. I ame sure Archie would act differently. I am not ra certain that I like him, but he interests me
-tmore than any of the others. I was verye angry with him a week ago. He knows it,

d but he doesn't seem to care. As noon as I
t Charley Sandeorson proposes I will see what

can be done with Archie Severance.
s I like the name Archie. It seems to suit

the young men exactly. I have been won-b
I dering what sort of scenery would accord
e best with Mr. Severance's proposaL. I sup- C

* pese aglacier would be about the correct Ft
tlthing, for I imagine Archie is rather cold

a and sneering, when he is not in very goodt humor.. The lake would he too placid for hisbt proposal, and when one is near the rapids
one cannot hear what the man Is saying. Its think the Kohleren gorge would be just the C
spot, It is so wild and romantic, with a hun-

t dred waterfalls dashing down the precipice.. I
e I must ask Archie if ho has ever' seen the a

Kohleren Falls. I suppose he will despise t
5 them because they are not up among the

a

* After reading the book, wlfich he had no r

business to read, Archie closed the volume,
festened the clasp, and slipped It Into his in- i

a side pocket. There was 'i meditative look in 3
t his eyes as he gazed over the blue lake.,
di "I can't return it to her--now," Archie

r. said to himself. "Perhaps I should not have d
e read it. So she is not a flirt after all, but I

e rmerely uses us poor mortals as models.''"
e Archie sighed. "I think that's better than

I being a flirt-but I'm not qutite sure. I sup-

o pose an author.is justified in going to great

kc lengths to insure thie success of so important a

e a thing as a'b. It may be that I can as- r
sist her witWN-1s tremendous work of fic-

a tion. I wi ffi about it. But what am I
-to do about thitilittle diary?' I must think

r* about that dikilell. I can't give It to her
a and say I di4Aiot read it, for I am such a
di poor hand at .Age "Good hea*e !: I believe that is Bes-.
e .sie coming Ao&'along the river bank. I'll
e wager she hds )issed the book and knows
r pretty accurdif where she lost it. I'll
-place It wheiFIfound it and aide."

e The lIieo'rdes along the path made it

n easy for Ai4fe to carry out successfully.

o -his hastily formed resoltution. He felt like

i; a sneak, a 1le~ g he thoroughly merited,

.s as he dodgeiifind the trees and so work-
o ed his way t6te main road. He saw Bes-
it sie march sfta1tht for~the bench, pick up
:e the book and.Palk back toward the hotel,
d without ever fneing around, and her Lie-

a finite action inced Archie that she had

t no susplctot at anyone had seen her

g book. This iuEide the young man feel eas-

s ier in his mind, and he swung along the
e Interlaken road toward Thnn, flattering

y himself that no harm had been done. Nev-
.e ertheless he had resolved to revenge Miss

e Bessie's innocent victiris, and as he walk-

y edi he turned plan after plan over in his
y mind. Vengeance woul be all the mo

I complete as the girl had no idea that h '

literary methods were known to anyene
me tbut herself.
k For the next week: Archie was very at-

'e tentive to .Bessie, and It must be recorded
m- that the pretty young woman seemed to
e appreciate his -evotien thoroughly and to

I like it. One morning, beautifully arrayed

ir' in walking- costume. Blesie stood on the
it terrace apparently scanning the sky aa,"e'
g anxious about. the weather, but in reality
s looking out for an escort, the gossips said

to each other as they sat under the awn-

if hngs busay at needle work sand slander, for,

I- of cowraenonsudh than=g =twa ant=eyoun

Ldy's mind. She smBld s*eetb' wherch" happened te-eemeat of thkioibsed
Dom, but then the always greeted her
'iends, In- a hindl- saner .
"Are you off for a walk this morning?"sked Archie,'in thinnocent tome of one
'ho didn't know and really desired the id-
armation.
He spoke for the benedt of the gossips,
ut they were iot to be taken In by anyach transparent device. They sniffed with
mntempt, and said It was brazen of the
ao to pretend that they were not meeting
2ere by appointment.
"Yes," said Bessie with a saucy air of
eflance as If she did not care who knew

"I am going by the upper road to the
:obleren Falls, Have you ever seen
xem?'*
"No. Are they pretty?'"Pretty! They are grand, at least theorge Is, although perhaps you would not
link either the gorge or the falls wbrth
Isiting."
"How can I tell until I have visited
iem? Won't you be my guide there?'
"I shall be most happy to have youame. only you must promise to speak re-sectfully of both ravine and fall."
"I was not the man who svoke d're-
Pectfully of the equator, you know," said
.rch!e as they walked off together amid
ie scorn of the gossips, who declared they
ad never seen such a bold-faced aetlon In
leir .lives. As their lives already had been
)mewhat lengthy, an idea may be formed
f the heinousness of Bessie's conducL
It took the two rather more than an
our by the npper road overlooking the>wn of Than and the late beyond, to
lach the finger board that pointed down
[to the Kohleren valley.
They zigzagged alor a rapidly fallingath until they reached the first of a series
ffalls roaring Into a deep gorge surround-
I by a dense forest. Bessie leaned against
ie frail hand-rail and gazed into theepths, Severance standing by her sde.
Severance was the first to speak, and
,hen he spoke It was not on the subjectf the cataract.
"Miss Durand." he said, "I love you. I
sk you to be my wife."
"Oh, Mr. Severance," replied Bessie with-ut. lfting her eyes from the foamingasin "I hope that nothing in my actions
as led you to--" ,"Am I to understand that you are about
krefuse me?" cried''Archle in a menaco.ig voice that sounded above the rear ofte falling waters. Bessie looked quickly
p at him and seeing a dark frowa on hisrow, drew sLghtly away from him."Certainly I am going to refuse you. I
ave known you scarcely more than a
eek."
"That has nothing to do with it. I telou, girl that I love you. Don't you un-
erstand what I say?"
"I understand what you say wel enough,
tit I don't love you. Is not that answer3ifcient?"
"It would be sufficient if It were true.L Is not true. You do love mse. I -have
ten that for days, for although you may
ave striven to conceal your affection for
le, yet It has been evident to everyone,nd more especially to the man 'who levedo. Why then deny what has been patenta all onlookers? Have I not seen yourkco brighten when I approached you?[ave I not seen a weleonidng smile on yourPs that could have had but one mean-
bg?"
"Mr. Severance," cried Bessie In un-aigned alarm. "have you gone suddenlytad? How dare you speak to me In thisashion?"
"Girl," shouted Archie, grasping her byhe wrist, "is It possible that I am wrong
I supposing you care for me, and that thely other infeemce to be drawn from your
ctions Is the true one?"
"What other inference?" asked Bessie, intrembling voice, trying unsuccessfully to
rithdraw her wrist from his Iron grasp.
"That you have been triffing with me,"Issed Severance; "that you have led men and on, neaning nothing; that you have
een pretendipg to care for me when ineaIty you merely wanted to add one more
) the many proposals you have received.
'hat is the alternative. Now, which is the
Let? Are you in love with e, or have
ou been fooling me?"
"I told you I was not In love with you,ut I did think you were a gentleman.row, that I see you are a ruffan I hate
on Let go my wrist; you are hurting
"Very good; very good. Now we havehe truth at last, and I will teach you the
anger of making a plaything of a human
eart."
Severance let go her wrist and seixed her
round the waist. Bese screamed andailed for help, while the man who held
er a helpless prisoner laughed sardont-
ally. With his free hand he thrust asidebe frail pine pole that formed a hand-rail
3guard the edge of the clif. It fell Into

bie torrent and disappeared down the cat-
raet.
"What are you going. to do?" cried theIrl, her eyes wide with terror.
"I intend to leap with you into this abyss;hen we shall be united forever."
"Oh, Archie, Archie, I love you,? sobbedessie, throwing her arms around the neck
f the astonished young man, who was somazed at the sudden turn events had

an. that. In stepping back, he nearlycomplished the disaster he had a am-
lent before threatened.
"Then why-why," he stannered, "didLu-why did you deny It?"
"Oh, I don't know. I suppose because Im contrary, or because, as you said, itras so self-evident. Stil, I don't believe I
rould ever have accepted you if you hadn't
rced me to. I have become so wearied
rith the conventional form of proposaL""Yes,. I suppose It does got rather tire-ime." said Archie, mopping his brow. "I
De a bench a little further down; supposere sit there and talk the matter over"
He gave her his had and she trippedaintily down to'the bench, where they sat
own together.
'"Ycu didn't really believe was such aumla as I pretended to be," said Archie
t last.
"Why, yes. Aren't you?" she asked
Lmply, glancing sideways at him, with herlost winning smile.
"You surely didn't actually .think I was
oing to throw you over the cliff."-
"Oh, I have often beard or rend of it
eing done. Were you only pretmairy'"That's all. It was really a little maatter
f revenge. I thought you ought to be pun-ihed 'for the way you had used those
ther poor fellows. And Sanderuon was
uch a good hand at billiards. I could justeat him."
"You-you said-you eared for me. Wan
lbat pretense, too?' asked Bessie, with a
atch in her voice,
"No. That was all true, Bossle; and
here is where my scheme of vengeance
oes lame. You see, my dear gIrt, 1 neverbought you would look at me; somne of thethor fellows are ever so much better than
am, and of course I did not Imagine I hadn~y chance. I hope you will forgive me,
ad that you won't Insist on having a real
evenge by withdrawing what you have
aid."
"I shall have revenge enough on you,

Lrchie, you poor, deluded young man, all

our life. But never say anything morebout 'the other fellows,' as you call them.

'here never was any other fellow but you.
'erhaps I will show you a litle book some

ay that will explain everything, althoug~ham not so sure, If you saw 't, you might

bink worse of me than ever. I think, per-

aps, It Is my duty to show It to you be-
sre it Is too late to draw back. Shall 1y'"I absolutely refuse to look at It-now or

ny other time," said Archile, magnani-

iously, drawing her toward him and kiss-

'ag her.

And Bessie, with a sigh of relief, won-
ered why It was that men have so much

ess curiosity than women. She was sure
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"The Kanek-Out" at Asese m.

Freoa Gatama-=' Jewmat.
There are, we wil suppose, ing certain

sale half a demen lota" of choice old china.
FourW- rst-cl dealers in thia proerty at-
tend the auctton; call thema A, B, C and D.
It Is mutually arranged that A abRdo the-
bidding and the reeminine three kemp afloat.
We will suppose, with a view to =gmlptyt.
that. esch of these aix lots t weth to a
dealer f4. hut as our four frilse are prob-
ably the only persona in the rom who couddispese of such property, and who ..ade...
stand its value, and, as they refrain fromn
competing, It Is not at all aurpriaing to bndthat the aix lots are bought by A at the rate
of 10 ahinleg apiese.
So much for the Lrst stage In the plot. The

sale being conchuded, A. B. C, ad D fee-
gather at some obsens, public house, where
they can have the uae of a private room,and them begins the aecond auction. Lot
No.1 Ia offhred. and, after aoume comapetition,to allotted to C, for, let ma say, E3 10s. He
pays over thIs msm to A, whao acts as aee-tioneer, and whos after deducting the lb.Se has paid for the lot, proceeds te dvidethe balance of Cl amng the members of thmeparty. Consequently, C~gets his piece of
china for 13 0So. and l5e, back lnto thme bar-
gain, while the ethers each recehte x likeautount. So with the next lot, which D haysfor more or less, a the case amay be- and, infact, the procedure as quoted mnay serve asan Iiustratlon of how the affair Is conducted
throughout.

Nated.
Fromn Judge.-
He-"That was a queer freak of PrIce's--

smarrying a woman twice his age. I won-
der how It camne about?"
She-"Naturaliy enough. He was with.-

out money and she waa without P~rice."

New Peogple.
Fem tea.
IChunk-"Doesn't a *New Woman' make
you feel fairly mad?"
Qjliverful-"Yes; hut she's not s had as

a new baby."
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